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Free and In 


GENTLEMEN, , 


H E Reaſon I chuſe to addreſs only tha: 
Part of the Corporation, who have, for 
ſome Time paſt, ſo warmly exerted them- 
ſelves in Defence of your remaining Rights; 

and in Vindication of thoſe which have been arbitrari- 

ly and illegally taken from you; is, becauſe I do not 
expect that Repreſentation and Advice will be regarded 
or "attended to by your Oppoſites ; they have-been 
taught, poor Men! to look upon all Argument as the 
worlt Kind of Influence; Appeals to Duty and Con- 
ſcience, in a Corporation- diſpute and in Elections, as 
the worſt Kind of Theft, the Stealing the People from 
themſelves; and the Acting from Reaſon and Con- 
viction as the very worſt Degree of Corruption. 

Bur you, my worthy Friends, who have not as yet 
bowed the Knee to Baal; who are Slaves to nothing 
but to Reaſon; dependent on nothing beſides the Laws 
and Conſtitution of your Country; from you may be 
expected Obedience to what that Reaſon dictates; you 
at leaſt amongſt your Fellows will ſubmit to, whilſt 

you endeavour to preſerve hat Conſtitution. | 
II is not enough that you are, each of you, free and 
virtuous in himſelf; it is neceſſary, it is your Duty, in 
ſuch a Juncture as the preſent, to unite together, to 
form a Party able to oppoſe a contrary Faction; it is 
LY . . 4 Fes in & your 


0 3 ). 
your Buſineſs to concert. Meaſures for the Publie, 
whilſt» others are concerting together how to obtain 
and divide your Spoils; without this the Virtue and 
Feſolution of the Individuals will be of no Advan- 
tage to the Public; without this, without a Bond of 
Union, a Spirit of Party, you will be eaſily broken; 
for in Council, as well as in the Field, a weak, well- 


diſciplined Body. will eaſily overthrow and ſet at 


nought a ſtrong, ungoverned, ſcattered Multitude. 
How much does your own Experience prove this! 
Lou the Virtuous— the Good —the Free compoſe 
the Majority of your Corporation; you were ſo when 
you 6 july exerted, your Rights to the Election of 
your Magiſtrates, in Oppoſition to the Dictates of your. 
Council; you proved yourſelves. to be equal, if not 


ſuperior, to your Enemies in Wealth and Spirit, when 


your Contention in the King's bench called on you to 


ſhew it. But now, I ſhame to ſay it, this your noble 
Party has been defeated Pl an almoſt vanquiſhed and 
deſpairing Faction. Deſpair of Succeſs, Indignation 
at the Proſperity of. thoſe you deſpiſed, Want of Con- 
fidence in the Virtue of your Fellows, have made you 
deſert the auſe made you meanly abandon the For- 
ward among you to the Inſult, the Scorn and Oppreſſi · 
on of your Enemies. . 
I AM ſpeaking of your laſt Qxarter- day; the 
Recollection af what you then ſuffered to be tranſacc- 
ed would juſtify any Warmth of Expreſſion. Behold, 
a Scene the moſt ſurprizing, the moſt ſhocking !\—— 
Men who had bravely contended for, and almoſt ob- 
tained, an Emancipation from the arbitrary Power of 
Aldermen, of their Council, of their Maſters, obliged 


to ſubmit to -the.Promulgation of new Laws to grant 


and confirm, tb, their Maſters Aldermen and Council, 
thoſe long-conteſted Privileges and Powers: Wit 
what little Oppoſizion they ſuffer their Maſters to break 
through the moſt antient, confirmed and ſettled Lay 
of ihe Corporation, de Law: of balloting ? With 
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what Tameneſs my fubmit to the Admiſſion of Stray- 


gers, of Aliens, of the profeſſed and avowed Advo- 
cates for the Power of theit Adverſaries ?—Does not 
the Recollection of all this awaken Remorſe in the 
Breaſt of every 8 were abſent; and Grief, 
alleviated by the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, in 
the Breaſt of fuch of you who were Witneſſes to, and 
who, to your might, oppoſed ſuch extraordinary, ſuch 
illegal, ſuch arbitrary Proceedings? . 

Bur all is not loſt; be united and you will conquer. 
Shew your Numbers, your Spirit, and Unanimity on 
Monday next, and all will be well. By theſe you will 
overpower, you will awe, will overcome; but if 
you ſhould yet fail, if you ſhould after all prove the 
Minority, yet conſider that to be of the Minority is 
fometimes to be diſtinguiſhed, advantagiotifly diitin- 
gviſhed from the Needy, the ExpeZams;the Dependants, 
the faviſh Proftitutes, the Fools of Fortune, who, it is 
ng may at ſome Time or other compoſe the 
W %% 07777 TER 
To continue of 4 Minority is to perſevere in the 
Courſe of Virtue, maugre all the Diſcduragement 
which may attend it. It is to be one in the Defence of 
4 Fortrefs in an over- run Country. It is opening an 
Aſylum to the Refugees from Tyranny. It is keeping 
up a Standard, a Mark, a Light by which Wanderers 
may be directed to their Home and to their Safety. 
It is being free and virtuous in a degenerate Age. 
Wuar Effects have we not ſeen from the Perſe- 
verance and Virtue of a Minority ? Did not à Minori- 
ty diſconcert, baffle: the Scheme of an univerfal Ex- 
ciſe? Did not its Perſeverance” cavſt at laſt the Re- 
moval of a potent, a dangerous Miniſtér ? 'Or, to look 
nearer Home, Did not a Minority in dur Houſe of 
Commons of Ireland, in the Tear 1711, compoſed 
at the Beginning of not two Score Members, grow at 
Iaſt fo powerful as to oblige the Crown to diffolve a 
Parliament, where the Virtue of à fmall Number bad 
EAT -- over- 
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(5). 
Hver-awed, or brought over that Part of their 

nents who werenot loſt to Shame and Remorſe ? A 5 
among yourſelves, how ſmall were the Numbers on 
the Side of Liberty, when the Cauſe of the Commons 
againſt the Aldermen ' was argued in your Hall ?. 
When it was debated amongſt you, whether the Coun- 
cil or the Houſe ſhould have a Controul over the Pe- 
ritions preſented to the Aſſembly? And yet to what 
did this Minority riſe ? Even to a Superiotity in the 
Corporation, which you would have undoubtedly 
kept, had you been as watchful of your Liberties, as 
others were of their M-acquired Power: But even in 
your preſent diſtreſſed Situation, your Minority has 

not been without ſome Influence, ' or what could have 
prevented thoſe arbitrary Rulers of the City, the Al- 


dermen and their Creatures, from attempting in your 


Hall, What they e in the Common. Council 
of this City ? of il . 8 
Urn A Suppoſidiin; retires that” cheſs Repre- 
ſtations will have Tone Effect off yoithat you will 
have ſome Meeting before next Man I rake Leave 
to offer you my be Advice how fo conduct yourſelves, 
and what Limagine will moſt coridut to the refloring 
1 aid Freedom in your e | 
Try it may be thoüght too late to rłcal the Taw, 
5 laſt Quarter Dey, nich chabies the Maſters'4nq 
Wardens, ' to'nomiinate/and appoint the Council of the 
Houſe3" yet it is abundantly in yout Pbwer to Hniit 
the Autlority and''Pgwer of a Council thus ſet over 
The" Power they aſſume to thetnfefves of make- 
#Return of Cotfiifion-CounciliieiorRep reſenta- 
from your Body, is evidently uſur 1 not cn 
ny He. Lato be produced, — 1 gives them that 
Power. Nay, I doubt very much (tho it is : "Queſtion 
00 learned for me to diſcuſs) Whether if ſuch a Law 
were extant, it would be legal? Or whether you can, 
even for yourſelves, much leſs for your Succeſſors, 


Sire tp to a Part of Toy 4 Right veſted by Charter, 


Or 


(6) 

or the New-Rules, in the whole  Body.—Now-the 
New Rules (which are ſuppoſed to have the ſame 
Force as an Act of Parliament) do abſolutely ſay, that 
the Return of Common-Council ſhall be made by the 
ſeveral Guilds ; not by the Councils or —.— of 
thoſe Guilds: and that the Enactors of theſe Rules 
knew the Difference between Aſſemblies and Councils, 
muſt be evident by their limiting the Elections of 
: Officers in ſome Corporations to the Common Council, 


in /ome to the Aldermen, in mam leaving it to the | 


Aſembly of the People ; and on this Foundation it was 
acjudged (even by, Aldermen themſelves, in the Caſe 
of the Corporation of Goldſmiths).that the Council 
was not, nor could be empowered to return and. elect, 


but chat ſuch ought. to be done by: the whole Carpo- 


ration. 
Bur chere is ſomething much; longer for. yqu in 
this Caſe ; the Goldſmiths had, or were ſuppoſed to 
have committed to- one. Part, to a Part choſen by 
themſelves, the Power in a cextain-Caſe of the whale 
Body; but your Council, — I may ſay it wich- 
out Offence, is nat A Part of yourſelves ; 1t- is not 
ven who have appointed them, this has been done by 


Men who have Views and Intereft diſtinct fram yours; 


they are compaſed of Aldermen who. have no relation 
wich you, but ſuch relation, as a General has to his 
Soldier —a Maſter to his Diſciple a Ruler to the Peo- 
ple; they were inſtituted (or at, leaſt ſuch are their 
Pretenſions) as Governors over you ; your. Repreſen- 
tatives in Common- Council were inſtituted certainly 
as à Controul over theſe Governors: Now what Ab- 
ſurdity is it, that they as your Council ſhould elect 
your Controulers over them as Aldermen ? How can 
Men act conſiſtently with their Duty as your Fellows; 
with their Truſt as your Committee; and with their 
Intereſt as your Governors? 


I have ſo good an Opinion of theſe Gentlemen, as 


to imagine chat it is merely from a Regard to . 
On 


(7) 

from an Affectation of Popularity, that they conde- 
ſcended to = of Places in your Corporation, fo 
incohiſtent and lo oppoſite to their Digmty of Alder- 
men. I am told, that ſometimes they have had the 
Modeſty to decline voting in the Returns of the Cor- 

orations. But who ſees nor, from this very Caſe, 

ow inconſiſtent their different Duties are, and that 
they mult ſacrifice the Duties of one Office, when they 
defire to fulfil thoſe of another? Who ſees not, that, 
when they act in their Aldermanic Capacity, they ceaſe 
to be Part of you; that when they act as your Bre- 
thren, they no more act as Aldermen ? 

I MAKE no doubt, but if ſome of you brought a Petition 
to the Board at the next Election, complaining of an undue 
Return, the Aldermen would give you a fair Hearing. I 
doubt not but, as Governors and Judges, they would deter- 
mine againſt themſelyes as Members of your Council. They 
have done Juſtice, in a like Application, to. the Brethren of 
the Goldſmiths againſt their Council they have done Juf- 
tice (after ſome little Delay which was neceſſary to carry a 
Queſtion or two in the Common-Council) to the greateſt 
Enemy of their Power, even your late and much injured 
R—p—jſ—t—t—, againſt the Petition of ſome of the Bar- 
bers, though ſpirited up by Aldermen and their Agents 
and ſure they have in every Thing, a few perhaps excepted, 
kept up the REY if not the reality, of Law and Juſtice. 

Bu'r what need is there to apply to them, if the Remedy 
lies in your own Hands? If you are ſo united as to be ſtrong- 
eſt, you may ſurely have a Law paſſed to reſtore to the 
Community their Right of Electing their own Repreſentatives. 
It is, however, and in every Caſe, your Duty to pro- 
poſe and to ſupport ſuch a Law: It will be a proper Point to 
try your Strength on; it will awaken the Minds of your 
Oppoſites; any ſhew of Spirit may drive them into deſperate 
Meaſures, make your Maſters peretnptorily refuſe to put a 
Queſtion——and put you under the happy Neceſſity of appeal- 
ing to the Courts of Law for Juſtice. 

I call this a happy Neceſſity, becauſe it is the only Thing 
from which all good Citizens can expect Redreſs : It is Ne- 
ceſſity glone which can force the Majority of the Well-wiſhers 
of Liberty to contribate to the Expence which muſt —_ 


5 (685 
the Tryal of all your Rights and N ; ane I take it for 
| granted that this Queſtion, about the Manner of returning 
of the Common Council, would draw after it the main Quet: 
tion about the Election of Aldermen, and a Tryal of that 
Queſtion was the only Favour that was aaſked—and which it 
feems by Law lay folcly at the D#/cretion of the C-—t to 
grant or to refule. 07 e 
But this is not the ↄnh Queſtion: worthy your Attention, 
nothing which affects the Liberty of the Community 
io be eſtetmed trifling, and I leave to your Conſideration whe- 
ther the breakzng of Laws, calculated to preſerve you a free 
and independent People, can be called friffing, and whether 
it may not be proper to reſcind thoſe Laws which were 
carried laſt Quarter Day for the Admiſſion of Gentlemen at the 
” Recommendation of your Lord Mayor and Mafter, notwith- 
fanding a ſtanding Rule againſt it, and a REFUSAL OF & 
BAaLLoT, tho' moved for and ſeconded. gates 
Tou were diſpirited at your laft Meeting; diſpirited be- 
.cauſe of the ill Treatment you had then met with; diſcouraged 
at the wondrous Succeſs of thoſe who fo openly and ſo bate- 
Kcedly had trampled on your moſt valuable Privileges; dif- 
keartened at the Miſrepreſentations made of your Condu 
and Behaviour; at the Cenſure of the Principles, and the At- 
— of your Fellow- Citizens. But tho* yoz may have ſuffer- 
ed by the wicked Forgeries of your Enemies without Door, 
or the Teſtimony of ſuch among you, who are watching your 
Motions, who are ingenious enough to now your Thoughts 
by the meer Motion of your Lips, or ſo attentive as to diftit- 
guiſh the Voice of Particulars in the confuſed Cries of hun- 
ereds ; be not however diſmayed, T;me will bring Truth tc 
Light, and Perſeverance and Virtue will at laſt get the bet 
of FACTION and WicKEDNESS, 


” 


| Tam, Gentlemen, 
* Dvzuin, April, 18, Your Friend and 
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